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ATTENTION 


The following documents appearing in FBI files have been reviewed under the provisions of The Freedora of 
Information Act (FOIA) (Title 5, United States Codc, Scction 552), Pnvacy Act of 1974 (PA) (Title 5, United States Code, 
Section 552a), and/or Litigation 


D FOIA/PA D Litigation D Executive Order Applied 

Requester ___ 
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Computer or Case Identification Number 


Title ofCase 

Section 
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Scrials Reviewed 


Release Location *File 


Section 


This fíle section has been scanned intő the FOIPA Document Processing System (FDPS) prior to National Sccurity 
Classifícation review Please see the documents located m the FDPS fór current classifícation action, íf warranted Direct 
mquires about the FDPS to RIDS Service Request Unit, 202-324-3773 
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FOIPA Subject _ _ 
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FOIPA Computer Number 
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FOIPA Computer Number 
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VILI COMDUCT APPROPRIATE I^DICES A Í J D CRI M\\AL CrfECKSON 
IBJECTS OP CASE. 

MIAMI, AT MIAMI, FLORIDA, -’ILL CONTINUE I WEST IS AT 10 «í . 
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TRANSMIT VÍA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 
[Xj Airtel 


PRECEDENCE 

□ Immediate 

□ Pnority 

□ Routine 


t 


CLASFIFICATION 

□ T OP SECRET 
H SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 
Q UNCLAS 

Date - _ 3/5/86. 


: SAC, MIAMI (245D-297) 

FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (245D-7)(P) 
MICUEL VEI.EZ:_ 


AULEK B. SEAL - VICTIM; 

OCDE TASK FORCE INVESTIGATION: 
OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE * MURŰER; 
00; NEW ORLEANS 


Re Miami tel to the Director dated 3/3/86. 

Per request of Miami Division, enclosed please find 
photographs of individuals in custody in cor.nection with the above 
captioned matter: 



2 - Miami (Enc. 
• New Orleans 


rr 
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(Time) 
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TICN? 03 STRUCT ION OF JUSTICE - MURDEP 
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°AGE V'O MM *> /i 5D-R97 U NCLAS 

0 F AMERI FIRST FE n ER AL SAVI'^S A iiD LOA N I H 


MIAMI, FLÓR IDA o V'ITH ASSISTAMCE BY 


l\9E CHA^GED 


mITH MI SAPFROPR IÁT 10 M OF FUNDS TOTÁL I (fi «BF,7?5 FPOM SAl^ INSTITUTION 

FURNISHED B A CKGROU ND 


AT THE TIME OF INTERVIEW 


INFORMATION A ® DECLIUED TO MA KE A STATEME ?!T R EL AT ING TO A M Y 0 F THE 


\ 

charges 


VAS OUESTIONED RELATÍV TO THE EXISTSNCE OF A 


VEAPOI' IN THE NÉV ORLEANS AREA, ANDAPPEARED SUPPRI3D T HAT A V’EAPOr’ 
EXISTED REGISTERED IN Hl S NAME < 


il AS fúr fished 


DETAILS 


RELATIfC TO THE MURDER I NVESTIG AT 10 N OF WITNESS 


\ \ 


IS SCHEDULED FÓR A N I ^ITIAL APPEARANCE ON MAR CH 3, 19S6 


Ia MIAMI p FLORIAo 

MIAMI CO NT I NUI tv 0 EFFORTS TO LOCATtf 


]and vil 


APPRISE APPROPRIATE Dl VI SIÓN OF ADD ITIO NAL DEVELO PMEMT S 
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ACTING SAC, WAYNE R. TAYLOR (245D-7) (P) 


Date 3/10/86 



SuoK'ct CHANGED: 

MIGUEL VELEZ: 


AULEK B. SEAL - VICTIM 
ORGANIZED CRIME, 

DRUG ENFORCEMENT TASK FORCE INVESTIGATION; 
ŰÍSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE - MUROER 
00: NEW ORLEANS 


Eme AO Adm _ 

Eme AD Inv _ 

Ex«c AD LES _ 

Aul Dir 

Adm Sarv* _ 

Cflm Inv _ 

Idant _ 

ln*p _ 

Intőt I _ 

Lob _ 

Logo! Coun _ 

OH Cong & 

Public AH* _ 

Rec Mgnt ___ 

T«ch Sarvt _ 

Trolnmg 

Talaphon* Rm _ 

Diroctor’* Sac’y 


11 should be noted that dur-’ng the investio ?cián nf r.^ntmnpH 
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FBI 


# 


7RANSMIT VIA 
Teletype 
Facsimile 


PRECEDENCE 

□ Immediate 
£5 Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION 

□ TOPSECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 
0 UNCLAS 

Date 3/7/86 



FM NEW ORLEANS (245D-7)(P) 


TO DIRECTOR (24SD-76) PRIORITY- 


MIAMI (245D-297) PRTORTTY -2}jL 


•£t- 




UNCLAS 




CHANGED: 


MIGUEL VELEZ; 



ADLER B. SEAL-VICTIM; ORGANIZED CRIME; DRUG ENFORCEMENT 


TASK FORCE INYESTIGATION; OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE-MURDER. 


THE AB ÖVE TITLE IS MARKED CIIANGED TO CORRECTLY IDENTIFY 



PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED AS 



THE FOLLOWING IS SET FORTH AS A SUMMARY OF INVESTIGÁTION IN 


THIS MATTER TO DATE: 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 




1/- New Orleans 


Approved 




W 



Transmitted 



(Number) (Time) 


Stf i IsiJ] 
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PlLfcü_ 
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TRANSMIT VIA 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

□ _ 


FBI 

PRECEDENCE 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 



CLASSIFICATION 

□ TOPSECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 

Date _ 


PAGE TWO NO 245D-7 UNCLAS 
SUBJECT 


AND VELEZ ARE CURRENTLY INCARCERATED AT 


BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA. SUBJECT 


CHARGED AS A 


MATERIAL WITNESS IN THIS MATTER, IS EXPECTED TO ARRIVE IN BATON 
ROUGE ON MARCH 7, 1986. SUBJECTS 


ARE CURRENTLY BEING HELD ON IMMIGRATION 


CHARGES AT NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, FOLLOWING A DETENTION HEARING 
HELD IN NEW ORLEANS ON MARCH 3, 1986. 

MATERIAL WITNESS WARRANTS HAVE BEEN EXECUTED REGARDING 


]ALL OF MIAMI. (X) 


lAND SUBJECT 


CS CURRENTLY IN NEW ORLEANS AFTER HAVING BEEN ARRESTED 


AS A MATERIAL WITNESS. 


INVESTIGÁTION HAS SHOWN THAI 


ALLEGEDLY SOLD A ŰZI 

PlSTOL, RECOVERED AT THE MURDER SCENE, TO 



IS 


NOW MAKING LIMITED STATEMENTS WHICH PLACE THE ŰZI IN A SILENCER 
ADAPTOR KIT IN THE HANDS OF 


b7C 


b 7 C 


ADDITIONALLY, CLOTHING 


LOCATED IN 


LUGGAGE AT MIAMI, CAME FROM A CLOTHING 


STORE IN NEW ORLEANS KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN PATRONIZED BY SUSPECTS IN 
THIS MATTER. 

FEDERAL CHARGES RELATING TO OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE PERTAINING 


Approved 


Transmitted 


Per 


(Number) 


(Time) 
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TRANSMIT VIA 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

□ _ 



FBI 



PRECEDENCE 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routme 


CLASSIFICATION. 

□ TOPSECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 

Date _ 


PAGE THREE NO 245D-7 UNCLAS 

VELEZ HAVE BEEN DISMISSED. TIIOSE SAME CHARGES RELATXNG TO 
WILL ALSÓ BE DISMISSED IN THE NEAR FUTURE, AT THE SAME TIME, THE 


STATE OF LOUISIANA CHARGES OF FIRST DEGREE MURDER AND CONSPIRACY 
TO COMMIT FIRST DEGREE MURDER ARE BEING LODGED AGAINST SUBJECTS 
VELEZ ANűI 


IT IS NOTED THAT MURDER CHARGES IN LOUISIANA 


WILL NŐT ALLOW A POTENTIAL DEFENDANT TO BE RELEASED ON BOND. THE 
ABOVE DISMISSAL OF CHARGES AND THE LODGING OF STATE CHARGES HAS 
BEEN FULLY AGREED UPON BY THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, BATON ROUGE, 
STRIKE FORCE ATTORNEY IN NEW ORLEANS, AND THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
FÓR EAST BATON ROUGE PÁRISII, LOUISIANA. 

I-1 

AS BEING THE 


HAS IDENTIFIEDi 


PURCHASER OF THE MURDER VEHICLE. 

MATERIAL AND RELATED WITNESSES WILL APPEAR BEFORE A FEDERAL 


GRAND JURY IN BATON ROUGE DURING THE WEEK OF MARCH 10-14, 1986. 

MIAMI SHOULD NOTE THAT A PALM PRINT AND ONE ADDITIONAL PRINT 
LOCATED ON THE WEAPONS INVOLVED IN THIS MATTER, HAVE NŐT BEEN 
IDENTIFIED TO DATE. FÓR THAT REASON, MIAMI SHOULD COORDINATE WITH 
ATF, MIAMI, AND IF NŐT ALREADY DONÉ, SECURE MAJOR CASE PRINTS OF 

AND SUBMIT TO NEW ORLEANS FÓR COMPARI- 

SON PURPOSES. 


Approved 


Transmitted 


Per 


(Number) 


(Time) 
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. ERANSMIT VIA 
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□ Facsimile 
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PRECEDENCE 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION. 

□ TOPSECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 

Date _ 


PAGE FOUR NO 245D-7 UNCLAS 

THE BUREAU AND INTERESTED OFFICES ffILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF INVESTI 
GÁTION IN THIS MATTER. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

BT 
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CHANGED : MÍGUEL VELEZ ; 





ADLER B. SEAL-VI CT IM ; ORGANIZED CPIME; FPüG ENFOR CEMENT 

/ 


TASK FORCE I NVESTIG ATIO N ; OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTI CE-ML ,p DE? . 

THE AB ÖVE TITLE IS MARKED C HA N3 ED TO CORRECTLY ID E NT I FY 



PREVIOUSLY IDE jT I FI ED AS 


1 



THE FOLLOWI N3 IS SET FORTH AS A SUMMARY OF IMVEST10 ATIO N IN 
THl S MATTSR TO DATE : 

AHMED AND DAflG ERŐ US . 


b7 










** 





MATER IAL WITNESS IN THIS MATTER , IS EXPECTED TO APRIVE IN EATON 
^OUG E OfJ MAR CH 7, 1936. SUBJECTS 


ARE CURREXTLY BEI i’G HELD ON IMMIGRATION 


CHARGES AT NÉV ORLEANS , LOUISIANA, FOLLO’ T I MG A DETSNTION HE ARIM: 
HELD IM NEW ORLEANS ON MARCH 3, 1986. 

MATER IAL WITNESS VARRA NT S H A VE BEEÜ EXECUTED RE3ARDIN7 

AKD SLPJECT 


ALL OF MIAMI . (X) 


(X) IS CURRENTLY I ÍJ NÉV ORLEANS qFTER HAVIN? BEEN APRESTED 


AS A MATERIAL WITNESS. 


INVEST IGÁT ION HAS SHC"N THAT 


ÍLLEGEDLY SOLD A ŰZI 

PISTOL , RECOVERED AT THE MLR DÉR SCEHE, TO 



IS 


MAKINS LIMITED STATEMENTS -'HICH PLACE THE ŰZI IM A SILEKCER 

ADDITICNALLY, CLOTHI NE 


ADAPTOR KIT IN THE HAfIDS OF 


LOCATED IÍ1 


LüGGAGE AT MIAMI, CaM C ERŐM A CLOTHI M3 


STORE IN NEW ORLEANS KNO'-'M TO HA VE P HE V PATRONIZED PY SUSPECTS I H 
THIS MATTER . 

FEDERAL CHARGES RELATÍV TO OBSTRHCTIO N 01* Jl'STICE PERTAl MI N r 


b7 


b7C 
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V&LEZ HA VE BEErf Dl SM ISSED. THOSE SAliE CHARGES RELATÍV TO 
v f ILL ALSÓ RE Dl Sri IS SÉD I H THE NEAR FU TŰRE. AT THE SAME TIME, THE 
STATE OF LO ül Sí AHA CHARGES OF FI D ST DEGREE MURDZR a ND CO NSPIRACY 
TO COMMIT FIRST DEGR EE MüRDER ARE BEING L0D6ED AG AI ’)ST SU3JECTS 

IT IS NOTED THAT MÜRDER CH^RCES IP LOUISIAPA 


VÉL EZ AND 


ILL HOT ALLOU A POTrtNTIAL D £ F E NT A FT TO BE RELEASED CN DÖFD, THE 
A30VE DISMISSAL OF CHARGES AMD THE L0DGIN3 OF STATE CHa^ES HAS 
BEEH FULLY AGREED UPO ftí SY THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, «ATON ROUGE , 
STRIKE FÓR CE ÁTTÖR HEY IP NEW ORLEANS, A v D THE DIST P ICT ÁTTÖR NEY 


b7; 



! 


HAS ir'E.TIF’IED 



AS BEINT THE 


PORC HA SER OF THE MURDER VE Hl CL E. 


MATERIAL AND RELATED n ITNESSES UILL APPZaR 3EFORE A FEDERAL 
CRAND JÜRY IN HATON ROUGE DURIMG THE v£EK OF MAR C u \9 SS. 

MIAMI SHOULD NO TE THAT A PALM P q I NT AND 0' J E APDITIONAL RRI NT 
LOCATED CM THE WEAPONS IfiVOLVED IN THIS 'lATTER , FAVE HOT BEEt\’ 
IDENTIFIED TO DATE. FÓR THAT RErtSOiV, MI A “l I SHOULD COO°PIt v ATE ' r, ITH 
ATF, MlEty A ND IF NŐT ALREAPY DO^E. 5ECU RE MAJOR CaSE P^IVTS OF 

AND SU3MIT TC i’E” ORLEaNS FÓR CONPARI- 

SCN PURPOSES. 
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TH£ BIPEAU AND INT EREST ED CFFICES "ILL BE KEPT ACv/ISED GF IPVESTI- 
GATIOií IP' 5 T Hl S MATT EB . 

AB MED AND PANG EROU S. 

BT i 
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Memorandum 


To 


SAC, NEW ORLEANS (245D-7) (P) 


From SA 


b'7 



Date 2/27/86 


Subject ADLER BERRIMAN SEAL; 
ET AL; 

OCDE.TASK FORCE 
00: NEW ORLEANS 


February 19, 1986, Special Agent (SA) 

IFederal Bureau of Investigation ( fr t ) . _Npw 


nr I 


|rcut:idi Duieciu ui jLiivebuiycitiuii \ r í3,l 

Louisiana, received information from Supervisor[ 
at approximately 7:30 P.M. that ADLER BERRIMAN SEAL had been 
murdered in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, by two (2) Latin males using 
machine guns sometime between 6:00 and 6:30 P.M. From eyewitness 
accounts, the first male was described as being 6'0 M in height, 
having short, curly hair, and wearing a liah t, two (2) piece 
suit. The second male was described as being [ | in height. 


] b 


| having short, straight, black hair, and wearing 

2. Agents 


(SAs)| |FBI, New 

Orleans^ Louisiana, me£ át tTTe MOISANT INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
at approximately 7:45 P.M. in the event that the above-decribed 
individuals would attempt to leave the area by airplane that 
evening. 


Inquiries were made by the above-named agents at 
CONTINENTAL AIRLINES, DELTA AIRLINES, REPUBLIC AIRLINES, ROYALE 
AIRLINES, AMERICAN AIRLINES, and EASTERN AIRLINES with regard 
to Latin males fitting the above descriptions arnving from 
Baton Rouge or travelling from New Orleans to the State of 
Florida. At approximately 8:45 P.M., an mdividual fitting 
the description of one of the subjects was observed at the EASTERN 
AIRLINES ticket counter. The subject was approximately 6 1 in 
height, had short, curly hair, and was wearing aqua colored 
trousers, cotton or denim like, with a similarly light colored 
shirt worn open at the chest. The subject alsó wore a gold 
chain around his neck with a cross attached, and a camera strapped 
around his neck and worn in the front. In addition, the subject 
wore white or off-white tie shoes. The subject alsó had a thm 
mustache. His pants were baggy and he carried a maroon/brown 
suit-type bag. The subject weighed approximately 175-185 pounds. 






NO 245D-7 
VJPjmbt 


b7C 


b'7C 


SA I_I overheard the subject ask the Ticket 

Agent fór the first flight to Miami and was told that all flights 
to Miami had previously departed. He then asked fór a flight 
to Orlando, Florida, and was told that ^11 fl-irrh-t-g t-n Florida 
had departed. At this point, Sergeant (Sgt.) Kenner 

Police Department, Airport Unit, and the above-named agents 
identified themselves to the individual and he voluntarily began 
answermg questions m the middle of the concourse in front 
of the EASTERN AIRLINES ticket counter. The subject voluntarily 
provided a driver's license and a passport as MIGUEL VELEZ, 
1500 Northwest 52nd Street, North Miami, Florida. VELEZ stated 
that he was born in Puerto Rico on June 7, 1949, and that he 
was m New Orleans vacationmg. Airline tickets he displayed 
showed that VELEZ arrived in New Orleans on February 16, 1986, 

and was scheduled to depart on February 28, 1986. VELEZ appeared 
to be anxious at the time of this questionmg as noted by the 
hesitation in his speech and by perspiration emanating from 
both sides of his forehead. VELEZ advised that he did nőt know 
anyone in New Orleans bút had stayed at the HILTON HOTEL near 
the airport during his time here. VELEZ stated that he had 
just come from i^narfor where he met an mdividual 


_bút was unable to provide 

address, present location, or telephoné number. VELffT 


known to hím as 

■ i . i ■ , . . 

S Ld. Lt!U 

that he wan ted to return back to Miami, Florida, where he has 
a wife namecj | at the above address. However, VELEZ stated 

that his telephoné number was (305) 447-5113, later advismg 
that was, m fact, a beeper number and that there was no telephoné 
at his above address. The passport in VELEZ'S name originated 
from Puerto Rico and showed that VELEZ had been m Colombia, 
South America. 


VELEZ gave Police Sergeant| | verbal permission 

to inspect his luggage and upon compietion, became slightly 
more agitated. At approximately 9:00 P.M., VELEZ asked Sgt. 

|. "|where he could obtain a taxicab in order to return back 

to a hotel and then proceeded toward the downstairs taxicab 
area. 


ticket 
departed 

Agent r 


Interviews of airlme personnel by SAs I 
then resumed. Ticket Agents at the DELTA AIRLINES 
counter advised that a flight to Miami, Florida, had 
from New Or leans at approximately 7:55 _P.M._Ticket 


home telephoné number -|_ 

advised DEI/Pa employees that he had taken a taré Írom á Latin 
individual whom he descnbed as being 5'6" tall, dark complexion, 
stocky, wearing glasses, and being in possession of a Florida 


2 
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b'7 


drxver 1 s licenseJ 


who in turn advised SA [ 


told employees working that evening 

_ | that a driver from the HILTON 

HOTEL translated fór this índlVldual. Tnvpst-iaatinn ^Ptprnn'nprl 


that the subject flew using the name J , 

| I páid $200.00 in cash fór his ticket. I 

to get to Miami, Florida, quickly and 


d that 
seemed 


anxious to get to Miami, Florida, quickly and was wiiiing to 
pay a more expensive faré fór the first flight which he could 
obtain rather than significant1 u lacc- avnang^ve flicrhts at other 
times. DELTA Secunty Agent|_ 
that the abOVe n +-1 nn 

personally escorted 


Identification. 


_j- 

I as that of | 
to the gáté and 


advi séd SA [ 
] and 


nad 

íí 


that he 
check ed his 
Imatr hed 
|was 
at 


The above aescnption given by 
one of the descriptions of one of the subjects 
to fly to Atlanta and then on to Miami, arriving Tn Miami 
1:40 A.M. T he Mi ami Of fice of the FBI was telep honÍv 
contacted by S7 | p nd Q^d i-n fjirfhpr identify| 

upon his arnval in Miami, aa_Ifit the descnption ot 


one of the mdividuals involved in the murder of "Barry" SEAL. 


| | had been profiled by the DELTA AIRLINES 

Security Agent because of his being in a hurry to get to Miami, 
his paying cash fór the ticket, his Hispanic descent, his ticket 
being only one-way to Miami, hi c 1 having made prior 

reservations. The Ticket Agent felt 
airlines in the terminál in order to get 
possible before he settled on DELTA AIRLINES flight number 1014, 
departmg at 7:55 P.M. to Atlanta with connectmg DELTA flight 
number 141 to Miami. 


I had gone to vanous 
rhe earliest flight 


SA [ 


] then telephoned the DELTA AIRLINES 


desk and advised that the tallér subject seen at the shooting, 
wore clothmg which resembled hospital "scrubs", which are 
greenish in color and that the subject had a thin mustache. 
Alsó, the cár left near the scene of the killing was purchased 
in New Orleans, Louisiana, on February 16, 1986 (the same day 

the VELEZ flew intő New Orleans). 


Officers of the Kenner Police Department (KPD), Airport 
Unit, advised that VELEZ had been located (at the request of 
the above-named agents) at the HILTON HOTEL at 901 Airline 
Highway, Kenn qr. T.ouisiag a. VELEZ had just registered at that 


location. 


SA 


3 


arnved at the 


HILTO N within mmutes 
and was advise'a dv Hotel 1 Manager l I that MIGUEL VELEZ 

had registered at the hotel at approximately 9:00 P.M. and 
was assigned to Room 269. HILTON HOTEL Security Officerj "1 


3 
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b7C 


[ 


by SA[ 


advised SA 


_ . that a male Hispanic observed 

] in the lobby of the hotel had been seen by him 
on the previous night m the company of VELEZ. The Hispanic 
male m the lobby was approximately 5’6" in height, weighmg 
approximately 160-170 pounds, had black or brown hair, and carried 
two (2) pieces of luggage - a greenish suitcase and a brown 
leather-like duffle bag. At that pomt, this individual was 
detained w ith the ass istance of Kenner Police Detectives. In 
Spanish, SA | asked the individual íf he spoke English 

and he responded negatively. He was asked where he was from 
and to which he responded, "Venezuela", bút had no Identification 
on his person according to Kenner Police Detectives. This 
de tention occu rred at approximately 9:15 P.M. at which time, 
SA | ~| was summoned from the airport across the Street 

m order to question the mdividual further with regard to his 
relationship to VELEZ. Prior to the detention, another hotel 
employee (unknown to this writer at this time) advised that 
this mdividual had just asked about the mdividual registered 
in Room 269 (VELEZ). 


Special Agent 


(SA) T I auestioned the Spanish 

male being detamed at the HILTON AIRPORT nompT. wifh rerrarr] 
to his identity. He responded that his name wasl 


] and his date of birth as [ 


Bordér Patrol Agent 
in Spanish._at which time. ne aamitted to Patrol Agent 


questioned [ 


matched those in vehicles found in Baton Rouge, Louisiana,wtucn 
were associated with the murder 


nf hí c T unna rr<=> . f niinH naciRnnrt 

1 I 

in Ihe name of 1 

\ Iwas árrés 

5ted on 1 

\ _ 

If.oiit cl ana anrl i +- 
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of ADLER BERRIMAN SEAL). 


At approximatelv 9:30 P.M..I 

1 advised that VELEZ had 
cnecKed back intő the HILTON HOTEL at 901 Airline Highway, Kenner, 

Louisiana ._aj^approximately 9:00 P.M., on February 19, 1986. 

p tated that VELEZ questioned hím about takmg a 
taxicab so that he could travel intő downtown New Orleans. VELEZ 
took a SERVICE CAB at approximately 9:15 P.M. Further 
investigation through the dispatcher at SERVICE CAB determined 
that VELEZ gave the taxicab dnver $264.00 in cash and requested 
that the cab driver take him to Montgomery, Alabama, teliing 
hím that he expected to return the next day and requesting the 
cab driver to vpj_t—fnr hím .As later reported t o FBI, Mendan. 
Mississippi SaI _I the taxicab driver,T 


at -.east two to three (2 to 3) days, however. SA | l advised 

that | told hím that VELEZ was basically unwillmg to converse 

with the cab driver during their tnp. 

Subsequently, State Police in Louis iana and adjoming 
States were contacted in an effort to locate| (and VELEZ. 

Órai authonzation fór a warrant fór the árrést öf VELEZ was 
obtained and this Information was transmitted to local and State 
authonties. 


_ Sometime around m idnight, HILT ON HOTEL (DFOO)I 

T idvised SA that employeeP”" 

had telephoned hím emu reported that he naa oeen stopped at 
a red light on Williams Boulevard en route to his residence 

upon terminating his work on the evenmg of February 19, 1986, 

by a Latin male dnving a blue Lincoln Towncar. The mdividual 

asked why the police were interested in his two (2) 

fnenaS bS.dk át' the HILTON HOTEL, then stating that they were 

probably interested in the fnend who_^ia^_£nJ^j££^_the country 
ílleqall v from Mrxico (rpfprrina -hol known 

as [aka]| ^ ídentified this mdividual 

as l | who had been registered m Room 270 at 

thp h otel. Employees of the hotel at this time stated that 

had been sittmg in a blue Lincoln Continental in the 
petj. -K-j-iit) lót earlier that evening and that VELEZ had been with 
him fór an undetermined amount of time. A Rnurrc 

Investigator, who arnved with Special Agent (SA) 
of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, then advised that a ume mncoin 
had been seen near the shooting by a witness there, and that 
he had observed two (2) Latin males getting intő a vehicle of 

that deseription. 


to fi 

sa|“ 


FBI Spec ial Agent (SA )l_ 

;_debnef | | as to Tn 

I interviewed Chief Clerk 


then denarted 
wi th | 

T^ith regard 


5 
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that [ 


to a descnption of | ladvised 

came to the hotel with another male Latin. He walked intő the 
hotel without a prior reservation and wanted the nicest room 
availablp nsinn a. credit card as his mode o f pavment .I 
assigned l | to a suite. I I described j | as 

Latin male, approximately 5’6" in height, 150 pounds, having 
a pot-belly, short arms, s hort. curlv blac k hair, accented speech, 
and a rough complexion. | | wore a jagged, rough, 

gold watch and gold nna p on both p f his hands. The jewelry 
was gaudy and expensive m 


estimation 


Shortly thereafter, hotel records fór | | who 

registered in Room 27 0, and VELEZ, who recristere d m Koom 269 . 
were obtained, The records showed that| | had onginally 

checked intő the hotel on February 12. 1 . and h ad checked 

lhad checked 
VELEZ had 


out at 7:32 P.M., on February 19, 1986 . 

out of Room 268 on February 19, 1986, at /: 3 2 PTTTT 

checked intő the HILTON HOTEL, Room 312, on February 16, 1986, 

and had checked out at 1:50 P.M., on February 17, 1986, only 
to register again fór one (1) night on February 19, 1986, at 

approximately 9:00 P.M. Investigation at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
had determmed that the vehicle used m the murder of ADLER 
BERRIMAN SEAL had been purchased in New Orleans on February 
16, 1986, the same day that VELEZ checked intő the HILTON HOTEL 
on Airline Highway. 


beenarrestedü 
Colombian Alién. 


Sométjme after 3:00 A.M. , FBI. 
later identified as j[ 


Miami,_advised_that 


J had 


p pn his arrival ip Miami, Florida, as an Illegal 

stated that he had flown from 
he had stayed in Room 268 at 
_Somét Íme_in_the next 24 to 


New Orleans, LoűiSiahd, áha tnat 


the HILTON HOTEL in New Orleans. 


Division. 

that 

□ 


ltold 

them that he had spoken to a cár 

dealer named. 

r 


at 

a Toyota Dealership while 

he had 

been in New Or3 

eans . 

JjQiiisiana. 

Investigation m New 
first name of the cár 

Orleans 

determined 

that 


] is 

the 

dealer 

at TOYOTA 

OF JEI 

■’FEKSUISI 

"where 

the 

gray Buick used in the 

slaying 


of ADLER BERRIMAN SEAL had been purchased fór $6,500.00 in cash. 
The buyer alsó gave the salesman a $100.00 tip and told hím 
to make sure that the vehicle was extremely clean and gave the 
employee who cleaned the vehicle an extra $20.00. 


A . M 


^A 


Shortly thereafter, at approximately 3•in 
was adv ised bv SERVICff CAB Representative 
tnat Cab Driver | | had telephoned hím to report tnat 

he had struck a deer near Meridián, Mississippi, and that his 
faré, MIGLJEL VELEZ, had been arrested. Contact with the local 


6 
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police in Meridián, Mississippi, determined that VELEZ had 

$3,000.00 in twenty dollár bilis on his person and the keys 

to a new red Cadillac rented from AVIS RENT-A-CAR in his 
possession. Information from Baton Rouge, Louisiana, had earlier 
determined that the perpetrators of SEAL'S murder abandoned 
the gray, BUICK about a block from the crime scene and had gotten 
intő a laté model, red vehicle. (Baton Rouge mvestigators 

alsó stated that a witness observed two (2) Latin males enter 
a blue Lincoln Continental shortly after the murder as well. 
The Information about the blue Lincoln Continental, however, 
had nőt been further investigated by Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 

Police at that point, bút the red Cadilla c was later determined 
to have been rented by 
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ACCOMPLISHMENT REPORT 

(Ettective 10/1/85) 

(Submit withln 30 days írom date oí accomplishment) 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI 

from* sac, Jackson 

SUBJECT 

MIGUEL VELEZ; ET AL; 
ADLER BARRY SEALE - 
VICTIM 

00J - MURDER; OCDE TF 
00: New Orleans 


Bureau Fiié Number 


7 2-50 

Fiald Office Fiié Number 


2870 

Squad or RA Number 


A08M 3 S46i4l yédurtty No 
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X if a jomt operation with 

DEA 


(identity of other agency) 

□ X If case invotves 

corruption of a publlc 
official (Federal State or 
Local) 
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Inveatlgative Asalstance or Technlque Uaed 

Ware any of tba invaattoattve asalstance or technlques llsted betow uaed in connectlon with accomplish 
ment being claimed? Ű£] No 1_1 Yes If Yes rate each uaed as follows 

1 - Uaed bút dW nőt help 3 ■ Helped substantiaily 

2 ■ Helped bút only minknaUy 4 ■ Absolutely essenbal 

1 Acctg Tech Rattng 

Asalstance 

8 Eng Sect Raöng 

Tape Exama 

15 Photographic Rabng 
Coverage 

22 Telephoné Ratmg 

Toll Reca 

2 Aircraft 

Aasntanca 

9 Hypnoara 

Asalstance 

18 PoTygraph 

Asalstance 

23 UCO 

Group 1 

3 Computer 

Asalstance 

10 Ident Dlv 

A sara táncé 

17 Search Warrants 
Executed 

24 UCO 

Group II 

4 Consensuaf 

Monitoring 

11 Informant 

Information 

18 Show Money 

Usage 

25 UC 

Other 

5 ELSUfl 

FI SC 

12 Láb Dlv 

Exama 

19 SurveD Sqd 
(SOQ) Aaat 

28 NCAVC/ 

VI CAP 

6 ELSUR 

Tltte III 

13 Láb Dlv 

Fiald Support 

20 SWAT Team 

Acdon 

27 Viaual Invest 

Anafyaia (VIA) 

7 Eng Sect 

Fleld Support 

14 Pen 

Reg latere 

21 Tech Agt or 

Tech Eguip 



A. Prelímtnary Judteiel Procaw 
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Ind leim enta 
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FBI Árrést* 

FBI Locotea 
Local Árrést* 
FBISubj Realated 


[ Subject Priortty* 

A 

B 

C 
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A rmod . 


Subpoena# 


Served 


Crtmlnal 

Summon# 


Local Crlm 
Summon* 


0 Becoeerie*. Reetttutton*, or Potenttal Eeonomlo Lom Prevented (PELP) 


(Explatn valuatton In fémár**) 


Property 

Type 

Code* 


Recovertes 


Rastttuttons 


PELP 

Type 

Code* 


Potential Economlc 
Los* Prevented 


C Refee** of Rostages or Chlldren Located: (Number of Hostagea or Chtldren 
Located) 


É. Chril Mattara 


Hoatagee Hold By Terrorista . 


AI Other Hostage Sítuationa. 


Miasing or Kldnaped Chldren Located . 


Amount of Sült 
Settlement or Award 


Government Defendant 

Government Ptarttff 

$ 

$ 

S 

$ 

Enter AFA Payment Here 


F Flnal Judlclal Proceaa. 


Judicial Oistnct 


State 


Convicbon or Pretnal Div Date 


Sentence Date 


No of 
Subjects . 


Acquitted 


Diám issed 


Subject 1 


Subiect Descnption Code* — 


Subject 3 


Subject Descnption Code* — 


C3 Felony 

O Misde- 
meanor 

Convicbon 

Combined Sentence 

n Felony 

Convlctton 

Combmed Sentence 

Títle 

Section 

Counts 

ín 

Yrs 

Jail 

Mos 

Susp* 

Yrs 

ended 

Mos 

Prot 

Yrs 

•átlón 

Mos 

□ Misde* 
meanor 

Títle 

Section 

Counts 

In 

Yrs 

Jail 

Mos 

Susp 

Yrs 

ended 

Mos 

Probatton 

Yrs | Mos 



















Q Plea 

D Trfal 

CD Pretrial 

Dlv araion 




Totál 

Fmes * 


■ 



Totál 

Fmes * 




Add consecutive sentences together 

Enter longest single concurrent sentence 

Do nol add concurrent sentences together 

Sentence 10 yrs 8 yrs susp ■ 2 yrs In Jail 


■ 



Add consecuttve sentences together 

Enter longest single concurrent sentence 

Do nőt add concurrent sentences together 

Sentence 10 yrs 8 yrs susp * 2 yrs In Jail 







Subject 2 Subject Oescnptkjn Code* — 

Subject 4 Subject Descriptton Code*— j 

Q Felony 

[3 Miade 

meenor 

Convlctton 

Combned Sentence 

□ Felony 

CJ Misde 
meanor 

Conviction 

Comblned Sentence 

Títle 

Section 

Counts 

In-Jatl 

Yrs | MOS 

Suspi 

Yrs 

sndad 

Mos 

Prob 

Yrs 

átlón 

Mos 

Títle 

Section 

Counts 

In Jail 

Yrs | Mos 

Susp 

Yrs 

índed 

Mos 

Prob 

Yrs 

ation 

Mos 



















E3 Plea 

D Thai 

L3 Pretrtal 

Drversion 




Totál 

Fmes * 

□ Plea 




Totál 

F*nea • 


un 




Add consecutrve sentences together 

Enter longest single concurrent sentence 

Do nőt add concurrent sentences together 

Sentence 10 yrs 8 yrs susp ■ 2 yrs In Jail 

113 Tnal 

O Pretrial 
Dlversion 




Add consecuttve sentences together 

Enter longest smgle concurrent sentence 

Do nőt add concurrent sentences together 

Sentence 10 yrs 8 yrs susp m 2 yrs In Jail 








Attach add Klónál forma If raportlng flnal judlclal procaM on more than four subject*, and aubmlt a flnal dlaposltton tor (ft-84) tor each subject 


RemarXa (Fór every subject reported In Sections A B or F above provide name DOB race* sex and POB and SSAN if available ) 

MIGUEL VELEZ, white male, DOB 7/7/49, POB Puerto Rico, SSAN 071-80-2491, was 
arrested on a federal warrant issued by USDJ JOHN V. PARKER charging VELEZ 
with violatmg 18 USC 371, 1513, and 2, Retaliation Against a tyitness, 
Victim, or an Informant, Conspiracy and Principals. 

ír::\ as a 

['3 UDLXIKS f’FEDlD S.V 
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New Orleans (245D-7) (Info) 

2 Fteld Office ( 1 - JN 72-50) (1 - JN OSM) JKF/mae (5) 



See codes on reverse slde 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGÁTION 
1 


Data of transcrlption 


3/7/86 


_February 19, 1986, Special Agent (SA)| 

__|Federal Bureau of Investigation (FB I), New Qrleans, 

Louisiana, received information from Supervisor [" "' 

at approximately 7:30 P.M. that ADLER BERRIMAN—SEAL—TTa3—oeen 
murdered in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, by two (2) Latin males using 
machine guns sometime between 6:00 and 6:30 P.M. From eyewitness 
accounts, the first male was described as being 6’0" in height, 
having short, curly hair, and wearing a light, two (2) piece 
suit. The second male was described as being 5'6" m height, 
140 pounds, having short, straight, black hair, and wearing 
a twcL,^^^ 1 Agents 
(SAs ) | FBI, New 

OrleansT louisiana, iné! aT EKe MOISANT INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
at approximately 7:45 P.M. in the event that the above-decnbed 
individuals would attempt to leave the area by airplane that 
evening. 


At approximately 8:45 P.M., an mdividual fitting 
the description of one of the subjects was observed at the EASTERN 
AIRLINES ticket counter. The subject was approximately 6' in 
height, had short, curly hair, and was wearing aqua colored 
trousers, cotton or denim like, with a similarly light colored 
shirt worn open at the chest. The subject alsó wore a gold 
chain around his neck with a cross attached, and a camera strapped 
around his neck and worn in the front. In addition, the subject 
wore white or off-white tie shoes. The subject alsó had a thin 
mustache. His pants were baggy and he carned a maroon/brown 
suit-type bag. The subject weighed approximately 175-185 pounds. 


SA 


overheard the subject ask the Ticket 


Agent fór the first flight to Miami and was told that all flights 
to Miami had previously departed. He then asked fór a flight 
to Orlando, Florida, and was told that all ^f^i^^i^^^Flonda 
had departed. At this pomt, Sergeant (Sgt. ) 

Police Department, Airport Unit, and the above-named 
identified themselves to the mdividual and he voluntanly began 
answering questions in the middle of the concourse m front 
of the EASTERN AIRLINES ticket counter. The subject voluntarily 
provided a dnver's license and a passport as MIGUEL VELEZ, 


Kenner 

agents 


investigation on. 

SAr 

saI 

oy- 


2/19/86 


/Jew Qrleans, Louisiana 


TZ7" 


-Ftle # 
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Continuation of FD-302 of _ ADLER BERRIMAN SEAL 


nn 2/19/86 


Page 


b 


1500 Northwest 52nd Street, North Miami, Florida. VELEZ stated 
that he was born in Puerto Rico on June 7 , 1949, and that he 

was in New Orleans vacationing. AirÍme tickets he displayed 
showed that VELEZ arrived in New Orleans on February 16, 1986, 

and was scheduled to depart on February 28, 1986. VELEZ appeared 
to be anxious at the tirae of this questionmg as noted by the 
hesitation in his speech and by perspiration emanatmg from 
both sídes of his forehead. VELEZ advised that he did nőt know 
anyone in New Orleans bút had stayed at the HILTON HOTEL near 
the airport during his time here. VELEZ stated that he had 
just come from . thn grnnnh Quarter where he met an -i ndi wi dnal 
known to him as | bút was unable to provide l 

address, present location, or telephoné number. VELEZ stated 

that he want ed to return back to Miami, Florida, where he has 
a wife named \ l at the abov e address. Howeve r. VELEZ stated 

that his telephoné number was | | later advising 

that was, in fact, a beeper number and that there was no telephoné 
at his above address. The passport in VELEZ'S name onginated 
from Puerto Rico and showed that VELEZ had been in Colombia, 
South America. 


VELEZ gave Police Sergeant 


verbal permission 


to inspect his luggage and upon completion, became slightly 
mr^T-p agitated. At approximately 9:00 P.M., VELEZ asked Sgt. 

| | where he could obtam a taxicab in order to return back 

to a hotel and then proceeded toward the downstairs taxicab 


area. 
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More security asked in Seal case 


# 

(Mount Clippmg in Spoce Below) 


By GIBBS ADAMS 
Advocate staff wnter 

Distnct Court officials bave asked 
the mayor’s Office fór authority to 
install bullet-proof barríers in a 
courtroom ín wbich suspects in the 
slaying of Adler “Barry” Seal are 
scheduled to appear fór arraignment, 
an administrator said Wednesday. 

The Seal case is assigned to District 
Judge Frank Saia, bút the larger 
courtroom of District Judge Mike 
Ponder is to be made secure fór court 
appearances of two mén arrested on 
murder warrants, top mayoral aide 
Walter Monsour said. 

Monsour said the barriers are made 
of plexiglass and will be installed írom 
the railmg to the ceiling m the 
courtroom. The barriers will be used 
only in connection with the Seal case, he 
said. 

District Attorney Bryan Bush issued 
árrést warrants last week cbarging 
Miguel Velez and Bernardo Antomo 
Vasquez with first-degree murder and 
conspiracy to commit first-degree 
murder 

Bush has said he will seek mdictments 
against the mén responsible fór the 
murder of Seal, a drog smuggler turnéd 
star federal witness in large-scale drog 
trafficking cases. 

Vasquez alsó faces federal 
obstruction of justice charges m 
connection with the murder, wbile 
similar charges against Velez have been 
dropped by federal prosecutors. 

A1 Winters, of the Orgamzed Crime 
Stnke Force, has said prosecutors did 
nőt want to reveal evidence against 


District Court, had obtained three 
estimates by phone, and the project will 
cost between $22,000 and $25,000. 

In another development, suspect Jose 
Renteria-Campo has been moved írom 
Miami intő the custody of Baton Rouge 
authorities, according to records at the 
Downtown Jail. 

Rentena-Campo was arrested by 
federal authorities in Miami after 
boarding a pláne in New Orleans the 
night of Seal's murder. He is under an 
árrést warrant as a matenal witness in 
a federal investigation of Seal’s death 

Renteria-Campo is being held in the 
East Baton Rouge Parish Prison, along , 
with Velez and Vasquez. 

Thus far, no indíctment has been 
retumed against the three mén held in 
Parish Prison. 

Three other suspects in Seal’s murder 
are being held in New Orleans on 
immigration charges alleging they 
entered the United States íllegally. 



Velez at a hearing scheduled on those 
charges. 

Authorities have said both mén fit the 
description of gunmen who shot Seal in 
the parking lót of the Salvation Army 
Community Treatment Center Feb 19. 

Seal was serving a six-roonth term at 
the center as part of a plea agreement 
on federal drog and bank fraud charges 
and was expected to be a key witness 
against suspected members of a 
powerful Colombian cocámé* 
gmuggling carte!. 

Monsour said the bulletproofing of 
the area behind the courtroom rail can 
be removed and stored when ít is nőt 
needed. 

If needed m future trials, the 
plexiglass shield would be erected in 
Ponder's courtroom, and any judge 
assigned to hear the case would sít m 
Ponder's courtroom — one of the two 
large courtrooms on the sixth floor of 
the Governmental Buildmg. 

Monsour said Clifton Berry, judicial 
administrator of the 19th Judicial 


/.STyb 
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or 
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the dead mén as Pablo Carrera, Pablo 
Achilla and a mán only identified as the 
bröther-in-law of reputed Colombian 
drug trafficker Jorge Ochoa 
Miguel Velez, 36, and Bernardo 
Antomo Vasquez, 32, are charged in the 
warrant and are m custody m the Pansh 
Pnson 

The warrant calls the murdered mén 
‘ key government witnesses” in a Miami 
drug case involvmg Ochoa and Pablo 
Escobar Gaviria, who federal 
prosecutors say are leaders of the 
largest and most powerfu) cocámé 
smuggimg cartel in the world 
Bardweíl said his office is working 


witb the U S Attorney’s Office in Miami! 
in gathermg Information on the 
murders in Colombia and their possible 
link to Seal’s slaying 

“We suspect that,” Bardweíl said ”1 
know federal agents fór the FBI and 
DEA are working with their agents in 
Colombia We’re sort of working on it 
thiough the Miami US Attorncy s 
Office as well ” 

Bardweíl said prosecutors and agents 
are alsó gatheung evidcnce linking 
Seal’s murder to Ochoa and others Ihat 
Seal’s testimony helped to indict bút 
who had nőt come to trial at the time he 
was killed 


By JOHN SÉMIÉN 
Advocate staff writer 

Federal authorities are mvestigating 
a possible link between the Feb 19 
machine-gun slaying of drug informant 
Adler “Barry” Seal and the murder of 
three other government witnesses 
killed in Colombia the same day, U S 
Attorney Stanford 0 Bardweíl Jr said 
'Mondav 

An árrést warrant issucd by the 
'District Attorney’s Office charging two 
suspects in Seal’s murder witb first- 
degree murder and conspiracy to 
commit first-degree murder identifies 


“That’s of great interest to us because 
it would facilitate the utilizaiton of 
Seal’s prior testimony,” he said 
“Certainly Seal was to have been a 
witness m that case ” 

Seal was shot to death with a 45- 
caliber Mac 10 machine gun weilded by 
one of two mén who approaehed Seal 
while he sat in his Cadillac in the 
parking lót of the Salvation Army 
Community Treatment Center Feb 19 
Federal documents filed in the case 
nte the Escobar case as the reason a 
$500,000 contract that was placed on 
Seal’s life 

While attorneys fór Seal have said 


federal officials failed to protect their 
star witness, federal prosecutors say 
Seal refused assistance that included 
the federal Witness Protection 
Program 

“He’s dead, bút his testimony in those ’ 
other trials, covering somé of the same 
factual Information, could be used,” 
Bardweíl said 

Escobar is a fugitive in South 
America from a Miami indictment 
from that case 

Ochoa is fighting extradition to the 
United States on a similar indictment 
from a pnson in Spain 

The two mén are leaders of the 


Medelhn CartcJ, said tocontrol abotí 
percent of Colombia’s multibilíjcfa 
dollár cocámé trade * ** 

They are accused of conspinng to 
traffick cocámé intő the United States' 
using elanidestine laboratones in 
Nicaragua and with the help of 
Sandinistán government officials 
Bardweíl said Assistant U S Attorney 
Bob Dunlap of Miami is expected to 
come to Baton Rouge this week to 
provide more Information about the 
cartel 

“Dunlap knows the sídé of the story 
we don't,” Bardweíl said “He knows the 
Ochoa organization better than we dqj’ 
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Judge dismisses 
federal charges 

State charges, Velez and Vasquez 

By JOHN SÉMIÉN 
Advocate staff writer 

U S Distnct Judge John V 
Parker dismissed a federal 
complámt agamst a suspect in the 
Feb 19machine-gunslaymgof drug 
informant Adler “Barry” Seal at the* 
request of federal prosecutors who 
said Thursday they want more time 
to develop their case 

Charges of eonspiracy and 
retaliating against a federal witness 
were dropped against Miguel Velez, 

36, a day after a warrant was issued 
in state court fór his árrést, along 
with Bernardo Antomo Vasquez, on 
charges of first-degree murder and 
eonspiracy to commit first-degree 
murder 

The complaint linked Seal’s 
murder to his testimony in Florida 
last year against reputed Colombian 
cocámé trafficker Pablo Escobar 
Gavina. 


C A 


The warrant filed Thursday cites 
three other key witnesses against 
Escobar as being murdered the 
same day Seal was gunoed down. 

A1 Winters, of the U S. Justice 
Department’s Orgamzed Cnme 
Stnke Force, said authonties hoped 
to avoid a prehminary hearipg on 
charges against Velez that was, 
scheduled Thursday by movmg that 
the charges be dropped 

“At a prehminary heanng, you 
have to pút on your case,” Winters 
said “We were nőt willing to do that 
*By dismissing without prejudice, we 
can indict hím at another time, after 
we get the mvestigation together 

“This has been done in conjunction 
with (Distnct Attorney Bryan) 
Bush’s Office,” he said “ít’s nőt an 
unusual tactic ” 

Bush was reported out of the Office 

SEE VELEZ, 8A 


I 

(Mount Clipping m Space Below) 
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Velez 


CONTINUED FROM 1A 


Thursday 

Velez’s attorney Jack Danipf said the 
dismissed complaint “doesn’t mcan a 
whole lót” to Velez because of the 
senousness of the state charges 
“I filed fór a prehminary heanng and 
-ít appeared the government was 
‘probably nőt ready to proceed,” Dampf 
said about the federal comnlamf 
Smce the distnct attorney’s officc is 
working with federal prosecutors in the 
case, Danipf said he wanted to 
determine which Office would laké the 
lead m prosecuíing Velez 
“Now ít’s more apparent that the 
state is,” he said 

£ Dampf, who was assigned as a public 
defender to the Velez case bv Parker 
said he has been retained to represent 
Velez, along with Miami attorney 
Richard Sharpstein 
The attorneys plán to ask fór a 
prelimmarj hearing and a bond heanng 
in the state court case, Dampf said 
The warrant said Pablo Ochilla, 
Pablo Carrera and a mán only identified, 
as the brother-in-law of Joree Orhna_ 
were murdered in Colombia Feb 19 
The warrant deseribes the federal 
case against Escobar as ínvoívmg the 
Medellin cocámé cartel, which is 
controlled by Ochoa 
“Defendant Jorge Ochoa, now 
pending extradition írom Spam to the 
. United States, was arrested and is being 
extraditMdue tQ qiyaífidavit signed by 
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Seal m 1984,” the warrant States 

Seal was shot to death with a 45 
caliber Mae-10 machine gun after he 
was approaehed by two mén m the 
parking lót of the Salvation Army 
Community Treatment Center Feb 19 

The mén walked up and opened fire 
on Seal while he sat in his Cadillac 

Winter said Vasquez remains in 
custody in New Orleans on federal 
charges of conspiracy, tampermg wittr 
a federal witness and being in 
possession of a weapon with an 
obliterated serial number 

Vasquez asked to be transferred to 
Baton Rouge in a court appearance in 
New Orleans earlier this week to face 
those charges 

FBI agents have secured permission 
to take hair, blood and sálivá samples 
írom Velez and to piacé hím in a lineup 
fór Identification purposes on a search 
warrant filed in court Iast week 

Fmgerpnnts írom Velez and Vasquez 
were matched to pnnts lifted írom a 
grey Buick that officials said was used 
by the two mén to flee the Salvation 
Army parking lót 

The warrant alsó mcludes other 
details about the sho otin g 


Witnesses to the shooting observéü 
the two gunmen walk up to three drop 
bms at the Salvation Army and discard 
two ilems of clothing before Seal drove 
up and one of the mén opened fire, 
according to the warrant 
“The two fled in a late-model grey 
Buick, fleeing at a high rate of speed*” 
the warrant said “One witness was 
required to jump out of the vehicl^s 
path m order to avoid being run down.”- 
The warrant said an autopsy of Seal 
showed three rounds entered Seal’s 
upper body and four wounds on theleft 
sídé of Seal’s head 

It said 15 rounds were recoveréd 
írom the murder scene Another round 
apparently traveled through the roof of 
Seal’s cár and three other rounds 
penetrated a portable sign m front of the 
halfway house, the warrant said 
Velez was transferred to Baton 
Rouge last week after a heanng before 
a federal magistrate in Jackson, Miss * 
At the heanng, an FBI agent testiíied 
that Velez is beheved to be one of th^ 
two gunmen in the Seal killing, bút 
admitted that authorities havé nőt 
matched fmgerpnnts írom a 45-calibef 
machipe pistol or the Űzi 9mm 
parabellum pistol leit at the murder 
scene to Velez’s pnnts 
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Local officials alerted 
to possible escape tries 


By KEITH LAWRENCE 
Advocate staff writer v 

If ít is true that the six mén held in 
connection with Adler “Barry” 
Seal’s death are associated with 
Jorge Luis Ochoa’s drog cartel, then 
authonties should be álért fór 
possible escape attempts, said an 
agent with the U S Drog 
Enforcement Agency 
Billy Yout, a special agent with 
DEA in Miami, said in a telephoné 
interview that the Ochoa cartel, 
considered the largest in cocámé* 
rich Colombia, has a well-deserved 
reputation fór daring and violence 
Yout offered as proof an elaborate 
and dangerous plot that Ochoa’s mén 
were plannmg to use to free three of 
Ochoa’s henchmen írom a federal 
prison near Miami in October 1985 
The plot called fór landmg a 


helicopter inside the prison yard, 
killing guards with machine guns 
and hand grenades, and whisking 
away the three pnsoners to a waiting 
pláne, Yout said 

Bút DEA agents found out about 
the plán and foiled ít by movmg the 
three pnsoners to a secret location 
If preventive measures had nőt been 
taken, “ít seemmgly would have 
been a success,” Yout said 

Yout outlined the escape plot as 
follows 

In laté October 1985, a DEA agent 
learned írom two informants that 
members of the Ochoa cartel were i 
offenng $300,000 to any pilot who 
would fly a Hughes 500 Ranger 
turbo-jet helicopter fór them The 
helicopter would be used to lift thrÖ ' 
pnsoners out of the federal 
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Alerted 


CONT1NUED ERŐM 1A. 

Metropolitan Correctional Center, 
located on the edge of the swampy 
, Everglades 

Agents began round-the-clock 
surveillance of a four-seat, black-and 
gray helicopter kept at Tamiami 
Airport m Southwest Miami The 
helicopter, agents learned, cost 
$500,000 and was paid fór with $10 and 
$20 bilis It is capable of flying 160 mph 

DEA and the U S Marshals Service 
learned that about 12 people were 
working on the escape plán Their 
preparations included practicing quick 
landings and takeoffs, Yout said 

The agents informed prison officials 
_of the plot. and thev moved the th ree 
pnsoners írom minimum to médium 
secunty 

Yout said that the three mén were 
members of a drug-smuggling cartel 
run by Ochoa and Pablo Escobar 
Gaviria The cartel is commonly known 
as the 4, Medellin Cartel,” so named 
because it is believed to be based in 
Medellin, Colombia, m the northwest 
section of that South American country 
The Medellin Cartel is considered the 
world’s largest 

In August 1985, Ochoa’s three 
henchmen had pleaded guilty to 
conspiracy to import A cocaine írom 
Colombia through Nicaragua to the 
United States They were scheduled to 
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be senteneed on Nov 1 
As the sentencing date grew near, the 
escape plán came intő focus, Yout said 
After escaping with the pnsoners, the 
helicopter would fly close to the ground 
to a nearby farmhouse, about five 
mmutes away The hehcopter would 
then be blown up to give the appearance 
that there had been an acctdent, Yout 
said 

Meanwhsle, the mén would be driven 
to a small airstrip in the nearby 
Everglades and flown to the Bahamas 
From there, they would be pút aboard a 
Lear jet bound fór Colombia 
“It shows the arrogance and power of 
these people,” Yout told The Miami 
Héráid in November “The motivation 
was probably ego — to show up the 
United States ’’ 

The agents did nőt know the day of the 
escape attempt, so to be safe they took 
Ochoa’s mén away from the prison in 
chams and híd them in a secret location 
until their sentencing The agents alsó 
impounded the helicopter 
Without mcident, two of the mén were 
senteneed to 40 years, and the thírd 
received a 20-year pnson term 
Albert J. Kneger, a defense lawyer 
fór one of the three mén, ridiculed the 
notion that an escape was being 
planned 

Krieger told The Miami Héráid 
“When you look at it a httle bit and 
start to think of a helicopter putting 
down in MCC and people runmng to it 
and chnging on, it íund of stretches the 
imagination It might have been great in 
that Bronson movie, bút I don’t think it 
would work anywhere else ” 

Bút Yout is certain that the plot was a 
reál one, and he said a similar plán was 
in the works to free Ochoa from a prison 
in Spain, where he is being held awaiting 
extradition to the United States 
Officials süli are trymg to brmg Ochoa 


to Miami to stand trial on drug oharges 
“I think they’re capable of anything,” 
Yout said of the Ochoa eartel “You 
couple this escape plán with what 
happened to Barry Seal and the rumor 
that they were gomg to try to break 
Ochoa out of jail, and you really can see 
the type of organization, the 
aggressiveness of the organization, fór 
lack of a better word, that you’re 
dealing with ” 

Baton Rouge FBI spokesman Ed 
Grimsley said federal charges agamst 
two suspects in the Seal case are based 
on the belief that Seal’s assassms were 
sent by the Escobar-Ochoa eartel 
“The theory is íf these people came 
here to hit Seal to keep hím from 
testifying in that (Ochoa) case there 
would be obstruction of justice,” 
Gnmsley said “That’s the case Seal was 
known to be a potential witness ” 

Seal had testified that the Ochoa 
eartel conspired with the Nicaraguán 
government to transport cocámé intő 
the United States Seal’s testimony 
helped indíct Ochoa and 12 other mén 
As a precaution, Yout said he has 
alerted authonties in Louisiana about 
the escape plán in Florida 
“They’ve been made aware of the 
problems we’ve had here, and I’m sure 
they are taking the necessary 
precautions,” Yout said 
Louisiana authonties refuse to say 
what secunty measures they are taking 
other than that they consider the six 
suspects in the Seal case to be high risks 
Bút it is clear that officials are taking 
extreme precautions Fór mstance, 
when Mtguel Velez, one of two mén 
suspected of shooting Seal, recently 
made his first court appearance m 
Baton Rouge, armed city police and FBI 
agents stood guard at sídé entrances 
and on the roofs of the courthouse and 
the post Office across the Street 
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By JOHN SÉMIÉN 
Advocate staff wnter 

Jerry Wayne Evans was still shakmg 
when released írom the Downtown Jail 
Monday after more than two weeks in 
1 custody as a matériái witness in the 
machine-gun slaying of federal witness 
Adler “Barry” Seal 
Evans was carrying an old duffle bag 
with “everything I have in the worid” 

J and taking care that television cameras 
didn’t photograph his íace 


After trading the obscunty of being a 
dnftér fór danger and notoriety as bn 
eyewitness to murder, Evans said he 
wished he had kept movmg 
“I didn’t thmk I’d be seeing anythíng 
out of ‘Miami Vice,’ ” Evans said about' 
stopping in Baton Rouge 
“I was shook up fór days afterward,” 
he said later at the Office of attorney 
Michael S Baer III. “ I get scared 
just thinking about ít. I was scared I was 

síi witniss, ioa 
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going to get húrt ” 

Seal, a drug smuggler turnéd star 
witness in federal drug trafficking 
cases, was gunned down by two mén as 
he parked his Cadillac at the Salvation 
Army Commumty Treatment Center 
iFeb 19 

' Federal and State prosecutors have 
six suspects in custody fór the murder, 
which they say was caused by Seal’s 
Itestimony against members of a 
powerful Colombian drug trafficking 
cartel 

Evans, 31, said he was returning from 
a restaurant near the center when he 
stepped intő the parking lót and the 
shootmg oecurr^d 

“I heard something that sounded hke 
fireworks going off,” Evans said “I 
seen these guys and a gun bar re) 

“I seen them jump in the cár and 
somebody said, ‘That guy just killed 
somebody Get the iicense number,’ ” he 
said “I tried bút I couldn’t get ít ’ 

Evans said he was nearly struck by 
"Hhe getaway cár before hiding in his 
room in the center after the shootmg 

He didn’t want to get mvolved in a 
murder mvestigation, bút Evans said 
talkmg to fnends convinced hím to talk 
to police about what he saw 
, “They told me ít was the nght thmg to 
idő,” Evans said 

Police then took Evans and two other 
witnesses to the city polióe dtetective 


Office fór questiomng, he said 
They were later taken to New Orleans 
to identify a suspect officials had in 
custody there, he said 
“We said we’d go if they kept our 
names out of the newspaper,” Evans 
said “They took us to the Hilton Hotel 
and told us to look down a hall and teli 
them what we saw ” 

Evans said he was returned to the 
Salvation Army, where he had lived and 
worked fór the previous two weeks 
Bút three days later Evans said he 
phoned police to teli them he had to 
iravel out of State to pick up a federal 
subsidy chcck 

“I called and told them I had to go 
somewhere to get my welfare check.” 
Evans said “They said they had a piacé 
fór me to stay, so they lockeri me up ” 
Evans said he was placed in soiitarv 
confmement at the Downtown Jail 
where there were no Windows or 
privileges 

“They said I could get all the 
cigarettes and coffee I wanted, bút they 
wouldn’t give me any,” he said 
He then called Camille Gravel, who 
Evans descnbes as a'personal friend 
and was transferred to the fiarielu- 
Pnson with the help of Baer j ' nfl 
Baer said he looked intő the jfcásVat'i 
Gravel’s request, contacting U S 
Attorney Stanford 0 Bardwell Jr , 
Assistent Dist^ict Attorney PremBurns 
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and officials with the East Baton Rouge 
Pansh Sheriff’s Office and the Baton 
Rouge City Police Department about 
the case 

"The police were very upset,” Baer 
satd “They thought they had a Street 
person nobody gave a damn about who 
they could lock up fór the next year and 
no one would mind They even asked me 
where Evans got the money to híre me 

"They threw hím in solitary 
confmement at the City Jail and to add 
msult to injury, they booked hím under 
his reál name,” Baer said "A priváté 
investigator fór the defense asked to see 
hím out at the Parish Prison an$ ttíey 
almost let hím because Jerrv didn’t 
have any restriction on visitors therc ' 

Baer filed d motion Monday in 
District Court asking that officials take 
a deposition of Evans’ testimony in the 
case 

‘‘.Jerrv wanted to cooperate with 
police bút he didn’t want to be treated 
hke a criminal in the process,” Baer 
said 

Bardwell said he took steps to secure 
better living conditions fór Evans when 
he learned of the árrést and sohtary 
confmement 

‘I think ít was unfortunate that he was 
placed in the restnctive conditions he 
found himself in,” Bardwell said 
Monday "Once we learned about ít, we 
requested the Sheriff’s Officq to piacé 
hím in a more comfortable settmg We 
did that immediately when we heard 
about ít 

j "He wasn’t aecused of any crime,” 

I Bardwell said “We responded as soon 
as we were advised of the situation Why 


nőt comment on Evans or his role as a 
possible witness fór state prosecutors 
handhng the Seal murder case 

Árrést warrants have already been 
issued fór Miguel Velez and Bernardo 
Antomo Vasquez, charging the two mén 
with first-degree murder and 
conspiracy to commit first-degree 
murder 

Federal charges of conspiracy and 
obstruction of justice have been 
dropped against Velez bút are stíl) 
pending against Vasquez 

Four Colombian nationals accused of 
íllegalíy entenng the United States are 
being held m New Orleans and Miami on 
immigration and matenal witness 


warrants h 

Evans said he only met Seal thé’dáit 
before Seal was killed 
“The day before he got killed, he gave 
me money fór a cup of coffee,” Evaps 
said “I thought he was with secunty^He 
always carned that telephoné ” 

Evans said he slept m a sleeping bag 
and sold plasma the first two weeks m 
Baton Rouge as he has while drifting all 
over the United States ‘ *: 

Now he just wants to visít his family, 
stay ahve and forget 
“I’d hke to visít my mother fór awhile 
and relax,” he said “I’d hke to get thts, 
thing out of my mind and then 
from there ” _ 


they (sheriff’s deputies) didn’t think of it 
themselves, I can’t answer that ” 
Bardwell said his Office was nőt 
contacted on Evans’ release Monday 
bút that he would look intő the situation 
Tuesday 

‘‘We’ve been working and 
interviewing with hím fór the pást two 
weeks,” he said *T’m frankly surprised 
he’s been released ” 

Evans was a potential witness fór 
federal prosecutors, bút “today, that is a 
subject of re-evaluation,” he said 
"The fact that he was released 
probably means he is of no further use 
as a witness,” Bardwell said, 

District Attorney Bryan Bush would 
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Information has been developed that the Triche Airstrip located in 
Rahnville, Louisiana, was possibly used to drop off one, if nőt all of the 
suspects in this matter. 

It is requested that a fly over be made of this airstrip to confirm 
its existence, and to provide accurate directions so that the owners of the 
airstrip might be intervjLgwed. 


2 - New Orleans 
JP- 245D-7) 
(1 - 66-2850) 
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Seal’s killing 

.-_- - -s 


By United Prw tntamatiom 

;~£ATON ROUGE - Federal 
'pr^ecutors, in a move aimed at 
keeping evidence írom defense 
atto rneys, have dropped charges 
, against a Colombian accused in 
^he^gangland slaying of drug 
informant Adler Bernman Seal 
^ Charges of conspiracy and 
-retaliating against a federal wit- 


ness were dropped this week 
against Miguel Velez, 36, after he 
was charged in state court with 
first-degree murder 
By dropping the federal 
charges, prosecutors avoided a 
prehmmary heanng scheduled fór 
Thursday that would have 
required them to reveal to 
defense attorneys somé of their 
evidence against Velez 


"""At a prehmmary heanng, you 
have to pút on your case,” said A1 
Winters of the Justice Depart- 
ment’s 0rgani2ed Cnme Strike 
Force “We were nőt willing to do 
that By dismissing without prej- 
udice, we can indict hím at 
another time ” 

In another development in the 
case, drug enforcement agents in 


suspects out of jail could be pos- 
sible íf the mén being held in 
Seal’s death are associated with 
Colombian drug lord Jorge 
Ochoa 

Seal, a convicted smuggler- 
turned-mformant, was expected 
to be a key witness in a major 
cocámé smuggling case against 
Ochoa in Miami 


*£s*n?said attempts to break tfea- Billy Yout, an agent with the 


Drug Enforcement Agency in 
Miami, said the Ochoa drug car- 
tel, considered the largest cocámé 
ring m the world, has a well- 
deserved reputation fór danng 
and violence - 1 1 

He said federal agents unco- 
vered a plán last October to free 
three Ochoa henchmen from a 
federal pnson in Flonda by land- 
íng heheo pters in the pnson yard 


and wiping out guards^wríth 
machme guns and hand grehaíles 

When the DEA learned of the 
plot, the three were moved\ to a 
secret location. * 

So far, six Latin Americgns 
have been arrested in conpéctjpn 
with Seal’s killing two weeks'hgp 
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OF THE AIRPORT INN-HILTON HOTEL LOCATED IN KENNER, LOUISIANA. THIS 
hotel is where! Iwas REGISTERED FROM FEBRUARY 


12 


THROUGH FEBRUARY 19, 1986. 
TELEPHONÉ NUMBER 


CALLED THREE TIMES ON FEB. 16TH 


FÓR ONE MINUTE DURATION EACH. TIME OF CALLS WERE 11:10 AM, 5:07 PM, 
AND 5:08 PM. 

' 'CALLED ONE TIME ON FEB. 19TH FÓR 


TELEPHONÉ NUMBER 


THREE MINUTES. TIME OF CALL WAS 11:19 AM. 

ICALLED ONE TIME ON FEB. 19TH FÓR 


TELEPHONÉ NUMBER 


FOUR MINUTES. TIME OF CALL 11:22 AM. 
TELEPHONÉ NUMBER 


tALLED THREE TIMES ON FEB. 20TH 


AT 10:50 AM FÓR THREE MI NUTES, 11:19 AM FÓR THREE MINUTES, AND 
1:26 PM FÓR ONE MINUTE. 


b'7C 


b'7C 

b7F 

b3 


THE VICTIM IN THIS MATTÉR, ADLER BERRIMAN SEAL, WAS SLAIN AT 
APPROXIMATELY 6:00 PM ON FEB. 19, 1986. 

MIAMI IS REQUESTED TO EXPEDITIOUSLY DETERMINE SUBSCRIBERS TO THE) 
ABOVE MIAMI TELEPHONÉ NUMBERS AND THEREAFTER CONDUCT INDICES AND 
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_ (Mount Clippmg in Spoce Below) 

Seal suspect pleads 
guilty to illegaTentry 



(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 7—A 

Morning Advocate 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Date 3/14/86 
Edition 


Title SEAL SUSPECT PLEADS 
GUILTY TO ILLEGAL 
ENTRY 

Character 

or 

Classifícation 2 45D—7 

Submitting Office New Orleans 


By DON LEWIS 
Advocate State writer 

NEW ORLEANS — Another suspect 
in the Baton Rouge slaying of drug 
informant Adler “Barry” Seal pleaded 
guilty in federal court Tbursday to 
íllegal entry mto the United States, and 
the U S magistrate hearing the case 
said írom the bench that the mán may 
soon face more senous charges 

John Jairo Cardona-Garcia, a 
Colorpbian national, entered his plea 
before U S Magistrate Rónáid A 
Fonseca 

On Wednesday, two other suspects in 
the Seal case pleaded guilty to íllegal 
entry They are Luis Carlos Quintero- 
Cruz and Henberto Sanchez-Cardenas, 
both Colombians 

Before the legal proceedings 
Thursday afternoon, Assistant U S 
Attorney Constantine D Georges 


acknowledged that there is “a 
possibility” the three mén may be 
charged with other crimes Georges did 
nőt elaborate 

Cardona-Garcia, Qumtero-Cruz and 
Sanchez-Cardenas were among six mén 
arrested by federal agents after Seal 
was gunned down Feb 19 in the parking 
lót at the Salvation Army Commumty 
Treatment Center on Airlme Highway 
in Baton Rouge 

The three have nőt been charged in 
Seal’s killmg 

Before Cardona-Garcia entered his 
guilty plea to íllegal entry, Fonseca 
asked where he crossed mto the United 
States 

On the advice of his attorney, Virginia 
L Schlueter, the defendant refused to 
answer the question because of other 
,possible charges that may be lodged 
against hím 

During the qec*stiomng, Fonseca alsó 


mentioned the possibility of the other witness in the drug-traffickmg case of 
charges being fiíed against Cardona- the United States vs. Pablo Escobar 
Garcia Gavina 
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Memorandum 


m 


To 


From 


Subject 


SAC, NEW ORLEANS (245D-7) (P) Date 3/12/86 


SA 


MTf^TTF.T. VRT.E7. ; 


ADLER B. SEAL-VICTIM? 

OC; DEA TASK FORCE INVESTIGATION? OOJ-MURDER: 
00: NO 


On 3/17/86 J 


Supen 


cnr 


fór the RÁDIÓ SHACK WAREHOUSE, Ft. wortn, Texas, [ 
" ltelephonically advised the writer that 

“ J -4- ^ »-iii i T.lVl í ti -f-VlCI Un 1 +" pH 


____ _ tnere 

is no way *to determme where in the United States the 
40 channel CB rádió, model number TRC-216, senal num- 
ber 518511, was shipped to after it was manuf actured. 
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(Mount Clippmg in Space Beiow) 


Golombian 
confesses 
illegal entry 

By SUSAN FINCH ~ 

Staff writer 


A thírd mán under ínvestiga- 
tion m the Feb 19 shootmg death 
of drug mformant Adler Bem- , 
mán Seal pleaded guilty Thurs- 
day m New Orleans federal court 
to entenng this country illegally 
John Cardona-Garcia, a 22- 
year-oíd Colombian, was found 
at 5825 Glasco Dnve m Marrero 
on Feb 21, two days after Seal 
was gunned down in Baton 
Rouge, according to federal pros- 
ecutors 

On Wednesday, two other 
Colombian mén under ínvestiga- 
tion in the Seal case — Louis 
Carlos Qumtero-Cruz, 33, and 
Hihberto Sanchez-Cardenas, 27 
— pleaded guilty to the same 
immigration charge 
The three, all being held with- 
out bond at the Commumty Cor- 
rectional Center, have nőt been 
charged m Seal’s death. 

Three other mén have been 
arrested in the Seal mvestigation 
Two of the th¥§fe — Colom- 
bians Bernardo Vasquez and 
Miguel Velez — have been f 
charged by Baton Rouge police 
with murder m Seal’s slaying, and 
by federal officials with obstruc- 
tion of justice 

The thírd mán, Jose Rentena, 
has nőt been charged He says he 
is from Pue rto Rico , 
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(Mount Clippmg tn Space Below) 


Seal case pair admit 


niinor 


f ^ * Sr, 


l ly SU8AM FINCH 

: Staff wnter 

r Two Colombians un dér inves- 
tigation in the killing last month 
v in Baton Rouge of drug infor- 


j mant Adler Berriman Seal 
- pleaded guilty in New Orieans 
\ federal court Wednesday to 
charges that they entered the 
, United States illegally. 

I The pair — Louis Carlos Quin- 
( tero-Cruz, 33, and Hiliberto San* 
í chez*Cardenas, 27 — were among 
: six mén arrested by federal 
j agenta after Seal was gunned 
^ down Feb. 19 in the parking lót of 
ta Salvation Arzny halfway house. 
[The two have nőt been charged in 
j Sfal’a killing. 

' Prosecutors said Sanchez-Car- 
-denas was found by an Immigra- 
*tion and Naturalization Service 
^agent at the New Orieans Airport 
l Hilton Hotel in Kenner the day 
of Seal's killing. They said Qum* 
{tero-Cruz was found two days 
;later at 5825 Glasco Drive m 
Marrero. 

The two, who are being held 
without bond in the Community 
Correctional Center, face a maxi¬ 
mum possible aentence on the 
' immigration conviction of six 
‘ months in pnson and a $500 fine. 
L A third mán arrested in the 
.‘Seal slayrng investigation, Jghn 


Cardona-Garcia, 22, of Colombia, 
has alsó been charged with enter¬ 
ing this country illegally. His case 
is set fór a heanng Thursday. He 
has nőt been charged in the Seal 
case either. — ■ ■ ■■■ 

The three other mén arrested 
in the Seal mvestigation are Ber- 
nardo Vasquez and Miguel Velez, 
both from Colombia, and Jose 
Rentena, who says he is from 
Puerto Rico. Vasquez and Velez 
have been charged by Baton 
Rouge police with murder in 
Seal's alaying, and by federal offí- 
cials with obstruction of justice. 
Renteria has nőt been charged. 

Most of the suspects are from 
Medeilin, Colombia, the home of 
Jorge Ochoa, a cocaine lord 
whom drug enforcement agenta 
béliévé pút out a contract on 
Seal’s Hfe. 
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MI0 U EL VELEZ 5 




ADLER 3 0 SEAL I-CÜJM? 


TIC K OF JUSTICE - KJ R DÉR 


A 


RE KI AMI TELETYPE TO FPI HP 9 DATEP flARCH 7 f 19?6 C AÍ’D HE'-' 
OPLEAí'jS TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR 9 DATED MARCH 7 P I936 0 

FÓR THE INFORMATION OF fíE'P ORLEA R, S jC U 0 S o KARSHALS HA VE ADVISEO 

ÍOWNER OF SRc/aT'AY 30UTIPUE, MI A MI 9 


THAT 


FLORIDA P IS P El KG TRAHSPORTED TO NE 14 ORLEA rS A r’D 


fS STILL AT METROPOLITAN CORRECTIO"AL CENTER i í' MIAMI 


T 


/ 


V/ 


fá&t* 

searc 

S£RWU2Eo/^^ EDi 

1 0 1930 

ht>* —- f\j£ V v O^LLMM' 






3 AG E TWO MM 9t 5D-?? IHCLAS 



A i\’D CO-DEFENDAi'T IP' CASE OF VIOLÁHOZ OF b7c 
TITLE 1T S UoSoC 0 657 ANfr£.,IS STI/LL AT LARGE.^£PJ1AY P E IN THE 


FLORIDA o AREA 


COMTACT WITH 


'1 , / I J O i J/L. U, Hl LHH V? 

' ^ ■ jyiQ-Q'^- 

'. * i t 7 * 


- aV ^ / 

(PROTECT IDE MTI TY) AT 


CO MTI NU ED ATTEMPTS 


’TLL 3 E MA DE TO CONTAC 


MAY POSSIPLY p E IP COLCPPIA 


AUSA RÓBERT DU tYLAP HAS ADVISEP THAT A \ MATÉRIÁI ’-'ITNESS VAR RÁNT 


HAS 9EEN I SSL) ED FO 



F'D HIS TRANSPORTATION TO HE’-> 


ORLEAFS 6Y U oS 0 MARSHAL SERVICE IS FORTHCO MI 03 

NEW ORLEAíJSo AT NEW ORLEAKS, LOUISIA?'A B MAKE EFFO^T TO GET, 


‘A J 0 R CASE PRIMTS ON 


NE’'* ORLEAPS 



»-’HO IS IN CUSTODY IN 


J.'* \ 

■' V- 


r 

< / o 




/ 




P.rs TKEE MM P45D-?? UNCLAS 


MIAMI, AT MIAMI, FLORIDA, '-'ILL 3 ET MAJAR CASE P*I "TS 0 
IPENDIMG MIS RENOVÁL TO NE’*> O^LEA^ÍS. 


MIAMI 0 All 


FLORIDA, WÍ.Ll JjjlAKE, EFFOíW? TO LOCATE AMD 

\s-' 


APPPEHEi v ’d 


£im,TIVE BELI EVED TO RE IK THE 


i\REA 





To 


From 


Subject 


Date 

SAC/ NEW ORLEANS (245D-7) (P) 



OC; DEA TASK FORCE INVESTIGATION; 

OOJ-MURDER 

(00: NEW ORLEANS) 


3/14/86 


b'7C 


Exac AD Adm _ 

Exac AD Inv - 

Exac AD LES- 

Am Dir 

Adm Sarvs - 

Ciim Inv - 

Idán* - 

lmp - 

Intall - 

Lob - 

Lagsl Coun - 

Off Cong & 

Public AH* - 

Rác Mpn* - 

Tach Sarv* - 

Tiaímng - 

Talaphona Rm - 

Diractor’a Sae’y- 


_ nn writer was telephonically contacted by 

I advised that he had received an annnvmmis t 
call on 3/9/86 informmg hím that an individual named | 
who works at RICK’s CAFE on College drive, Baton Rouge nad w 
the shooting incident involving BARRY SEAL on 2/19/86* 


witnessed 


It was determined that RICK's CAFE is located at 2363 
College Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana* 

_Qü, 3/11/86, the writer was informed by SSRA 

i-hA-h i-his i nd-S vS dual had o reviouslv been íaenmiea 
*^ 1 | had already been interviewed 

concernmg the incident* 
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Memorandum 




To 


SAC, NEW ORLEANS (245D-7)(P) 


Date 3/10/86 


From 


Subject 


SA 
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MIGUEL VELEZ; 

ET AL; 

ADLER B. SEAL-VICTIM; 

OC? DEA TASK FORCE INVESTIGATION; 
OOJ-MURDER; 

00; NEW ORLEANS 


[ 


On 3/5/86 , | 

jBaton Rouge, Louisiana, 


provided the followíng information 

_ I f haf fliQ TCP V , 

I 

Ta 


1~hrtf ffífl T i SP . h a ve recently arrested 

, Jfor the distribution of 

l ót cocaineTT. - 
trial on th is char ae.H 
obtained by | l frotf 

drug dealer who regidJc; r^rT . a 


told | 


presently awaiting 
that the coca ine was 

■j 


.s a 

T /—M 


1 = |cnangea ms name a nej" 

rrue íoentity. L 


tloes nőt know 


Whpi 


l^irst came to Louisiana, he resided 


t 


^ I has been involved in drug trafficking 

warrant against him out of| |j q 

1 m 


accused of shootma up the nouse ot 

kllggedly s tole 
Jshot up 
tion. 



maeic weapon in retalia 


LÖT cocaine from 


with an autó¬ 


zóid 
lror a co 


|that I | 1 

diné iieul and 


I 


I a maxiié u.tidi diiui_ithreatened 

Jthat the same thincr wi 1 1 happen to him that happened 


to BARRY SEAL if 

_l 


is nőt paid. 


| alsó tol 


|that 



spent 


SEAL. 


iád a MAC 10 with a silencer and 




Qj - New Orleans 
yDB/kin, ^nr- 
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NO 245D-7 
BDB/klm 


1 1 fnr nc-fp by those ind ividuals fór the murder of SEAL. 

alle qedlv leftl | fór Miami after SEAL's 

murcier, pecaus^ |was afraid that one of the captured 


"hitmen" might táik. 

I 


|drove to 


1 


fter SEAL's 


murder and obs erved severái notes tacked Ti _ 

front door and | | I two cap were present. 


was of the oomion thatí 
related by 


had left his resiüence as 


] drove by[ 
iced that t 


the last week and noticed 
had heen 

may have returned from Miami. 


1 - 

rpRiHpnrp wi 

the notes on 

1 


door 


| | told[ 


]that[ 


deals cocaine in 
kilo amo unts and obta ins his suppiy trom duban drug dealers 
in Miami J lalways has a Qmm ni g-i-ni r an m-i fi -r-í -fi q 


and a .45 Oclllbél! 1 pistol with himl 


lescribed 


vehicle as a fonr door. wh-ii-p 
blue Cadillac.1 fcaid thatl 


pT- r<=>r\ ni d QmriVvi 1 ^TTT 


1 |house is 

_ 1 


I 


Tboldf 


] going east on 


lthatT 


[ 


though the St. John’s Pansh Sheriff 1 s Office is aware o 


t. Jj 

the outstandincr P 
have nőt arrested l 
a couple o f years ago whenf 
I j was Stoppé <1 by al" 


fj 

L^arra nt forf 


old 


lis protec ted by a 
J and even 

í 


an incident 
pás livirnf in| ~~| 

Itor a 


they 


traffic violation andl 
.45 caliber pi 
action against 
that he did no 

_r— 


sfol i rr M 1 U 

and anoToaT 


t know that 

t 


pxitea ms vemcie with a 

I ldid nőt ta ke any 
| saying 

was anving the vehicle. 


said thai 


1 


auo_a 


and l I does nőt know their address. 

thev co nl.d be Ino ated f-hrnnnfí t-ho publi l C — TT^TSEná 
I ^ heard from l b f ATF, that l 


mce moved, 
said that 
r ' s_nff i oe - 


atte mpted to purchase a .45 caliber p istol fór protection 
from l I has i ndicated tol |that he did 
nőt want to testify agamst| | 


New Orleans mdices were neaative forf 


1_ 

] - 1 
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FD-36 (RÖv 8-26-83) 


TRANSMIT VIA 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 
D AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION 

□ TOPSECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 

Date _3LOX 


AC- NEW ORLEANS (245D-7) (P) 


yS&C, MIAMI (245D-22) (005) (P) 


FROM 


MIGUEL VELEZ, aka? 

ET AL,A1 

OCDE TASK FORCE INVE3TIGATI0N; 

IOBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE 
{00: NEW ORLEANS) 

Re New Orleans teletype to the Director, 2/20/36, 
and New Orleans teletyp^to Miami, 3/14/36. 

Enclosed fór New Orleans are the following: 

1. Three plus one copy of each investigative 
! inserts. 


2. One FD-302 reference telephoné number 
j ~ blus one copy. 


3. Árrést lóg fór 
one copy. 



3/2/86, plus 



rence interview o 
plus one copy. 



5. Tw 
f o 
FD 



ubpoenaes 
plus two 


)-3 0 2 on contents of| 

feuitcase, plus one copy. 


)- New Orleans (Enc. uiO 

- Miami 
RG:dar 
Í4) 


Approved 



Transmitted 


(Number) 




se -‘‘o. /A enro _ 

^ IAi Per / 'T--== 

' MAR 211986 
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Fór the information of New Orleans, Miami investigation 
is continuing. 



NI-CD charger 

FUTABA-BENSHI-KOGYO COMPANY, LIMITED 

Made in Japan 

Model number 840326 

Módel FBC-2 

Transmitter Receiver 

NICAD charger 

Efforts will continue in an attempt to ascertain if this 
item was purchased at a RÁDIÓ SHACK along with rádió found at crime 
scene. 


2* 




'D-350 ÍRev. 12-5-78) 





PD-850 (Rév. 12-5-78) 


(Mount Clipping in Spaco Botow) 




By JOHN SÉMIÉN • 

Ádvocate staff writer •’ - ’ •->' - 

; '■ ~ , 

’ Miguel Velez was under heavy guard 

Thursday ín hi$ íirst federal court 
eppearance here in connection with the 

Adlí^Ba ün * Seaír 0Í ^form^iit 

1 Velez appeared oa^ a fedéral 
qompiaint of conspiracy god retaliating 
Ugainst a federal witness. 1 *• > 
í A search warrant ffled in federal 
court Thursday seeks hair, blood’and 
sálivá saraples írom Velez and grants. 
federal officials permisslon toput hun 
in a hneup fór Identification purposes. 

An affidavit filed with the warrant 
Msts baseball caps, gloves and a blood 
type on a cigarette among evidence 
found by state pohce láb specialista m a 
late-model blue Lincoln Town Cár and a 
red Cadillac authorities have identified 
9f getaway cars used in Sears murder. 

After asking Velez a fe\v questions 
t^irough an lnterpreter, US. District 
Judge John V. Parker gave' him untií 
week to decidé wbether he vapts a 


in court 

► 4 

, 4 * 

hearing on the complaint charging him 
with "retahation of a witness fór 
Information relating to the commission 
of federal offenses in the Southern M 
pistrict of Florida "?' 
i Parker sa|d Thursday Velez U 
entitled to a hearing because the 
complaint has nőt been taken before a ! 
grandjury , * < » v » ' 

. T Security was tíght fór Velez's* 
appearance at the federal building 
1 Thursday, with city pohce detectives in ’ 1 
bulletproof vests at side entrances and 
<?n the roof and fpnr deputy U.S. 
marshals in Parkért courtroom; •’ * 

U S. Marshal Jim Meyers said the 
extra guards were used because of the 
natúré of the complaint agalnst Velez 
and because his Office received 
Information that Velez had been 
tjireatened ’ ;1 

Through interpreter Catheríne I 
Chavam, Velez told Parker be is 36, has 

seoond’grade education and that his 

WLYWWMA 


(Indicate page, name of 

newspaper, city and state .) 1—A, 8—A 

Morning Ádvocate 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
Date 2/28/86 

Edition 


Title SEAL CASE SUSPECT 
APPEARS IN COURT 

Character 

or 

Claseification 
Submitting Office 



tSSSÜT* keep * 



i^D-350 (Rév. 12-5-78) 


Velez 


(Mount Clipping m Spoce Beiow) 


(Indicate page, narae of 
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Morning Advocate 
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Date 2/28/86 

ih nn 


COKTTNLED FROM 1A 

occupation is “cleaning cars” in Miami 
Vele*, elad in orange inmate 
pajama8 t sald be cannot read or write 
T Velez at flrst said he could nőt afford 
to híre an attorney, bút, after a brief - 
consultation with court-appointed 
attorney Jack Dampf, declined to 
answer the question. 

Dampf said an attorney in New York 
had been retained in the case through , 
Velez’s family ' * 

“The attorney i$ in New York, and he 
told me he would arrive here this 
weekend,” Dampf said “He said he 
wanted to talk to Mr. Velez íirst,” 

Dampf said he would nőt inltially ask 
fór the hearing because he dldn’t want to* 
“push anybody Intő a prosecutlon bef őre 
they*ve had a chence to reílect on the 
íaets." ' ’ ’ 

1 Parker said he would nőt allow 
Dampf to remain on the case as a court- 
appointed attorney unless Velez 
testlfied under oath that he could nőt 
afford an attorney. * 

Parker then had the Interpreter read 
an affidavit outlinlng the complamt 
against Velez 

It stated that Seal was kllied because’ 
he was a potential witness in the drug 
trafficking case of the United States of 
America vs Pablo Escobar Gaviria | 
Seal was shot Peb. 10 as he parked hia I 
cár at the Salvation Army Community 
Treatment Center on Airlme Highway i 
He was serving a six-month sentence at i 
the center under the terms of hisi 
probation fór federal drug and currency 1 
charges 

Authorities have said Seal was shot by 
two Latin mén, one carrying a 45- 
caüber Mac-10 machine gun with 
silencer and the other carrying a ömm 
Űzi semi-automatic piától 
Velez was first seen by FBI agents as 
he approached the £astern Airttne 
tlcket counter at the New^Orleans 
International Airport at 8:45 p.m. on the 
night Of SeaTs murder to ask about 
flights to Miami, according to an 
affidavit filed Thursday by FBI Agent 
JerryPbipps. • * - 

When told there were no flights 
available, Velez asked.about flights to 
Orlando, Fia., before he was questtoned 
by the agenta 

He showed them a round-trip tieket 
that showed his arnval m New Orleans 
on Feb 16 and his return to Miami 
scheduled fór Feb. 28. 

“Velez appeared extremely nervous, 
hesitant in bis speech and was 
perspiring," the affidavit said. “Velez 
stated he was in New Orleans on 
vacation bút disclalmed knowledge of 
persona in New Orlenans 


a firearm with an obliterated senal 
number. 

Previous records filed in the case 
identify Vasquez as the person who 
rented the two getaway cars. He was 
, captpred in a New Orleans suburb Feb 
21 

Qumtero-Cruz, 33, alsó arrested Feb 
21, m Marrero, is facing charges that he 
is an illegal altén 

Vasquez and Quintero-Cruz are being 
held without bond in New Orleans 
pending the outcome of detention 
. heanngs next week 

* The affldavit said other prlnts found 
in the Cadillac match the pnnts of John 
Jairo Cardona-Garcia, 22, who was 
arrested in Marrero Feb. 21. Cardona- 
Garcia alsó faces a detention hearing 
Mondav on immtgration charges 

' Evidence found in the two cars by 
specialista with the Louisiana State 
_ Police Crime Láb includes four baseball 
“He stated he needed to return to 
Miami due to family probléma,” it said 
Velez told the agents he lived in 
Miami and did nőt have a telephoné 
number bút had a “beeper” device 
rented írom a Miami company, 

* according to PJupp’s statement. 

He had a United States Passport 
indicatmg prior travel to Colombia 
, "The above Special Agents then 
determined that Velez went to his room 
at the Hilton Hotel, Airlme Highway, 
New Orleans and departed without 
checktng out fór Montgomery, Ala„ via 
" UjP,” the affidavit said. 

Vélez was arrested in the earlv 
morning houc$ of Feb. 20 at Meridián, 
Miss., after the Nfew Orleans cab he was* 

* traveling In collided with a deer, 

* At the time, he had anAvls Cár Eental 
key ring with keys to a four-door, red 
Cadillac Deville that officials have 
identified es one of two getavyay cars 
used by the gunmen 
The affidavit said latent fingerprint 
impressions in the Cadillac and in a 
rented blue Lincoln alsó believed to be 
used by Ihe gunmen matched 
fmgerprmts of Velez and suspects 
Bernardo A. Vasquez and Luis Carlos 
Qumtero-Cruz. 

Vasquez, 32, has been charged with 
conspiracy to obstruct justice, 
cbstrucUoa pf justice apd poesesaion of 
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caps found in a Buick used in the 
slaytng, “at least one of wbich.bas 
strands of humán hair attachedor 
aífixed thereto,” the affidavit said. 

Láb specialists alsó found two pairs 
of gloves ‘ ‘ which n?a^ cop^ hai^ ,? in 
the cár 

A blood type was detected oq a 
cigarette removed írom the Buick and 
Avis Rent-A-Car receipts were found in 
the red Cadillac, the affidavit said. 

Registratlon cards containmg the 
handwnting of Vasquez and others alsó 
have been provided by the manager of 
the Jay Motel, Airline Highway, the 
.affidavit said 

“Passports and documents relatíng to 
Qumtero-Cruz, Heliberto, Sanchez- 
Cardenas and Cardona-Garpta reveal 
that all three came írom MedlUin, 
Colombia,” the affidavit said, “AU three 
individuals traveled to Panama on 
FeBruary 8,188JL and into-MextrA tha. 
aame date.’’ -* >' / * 


Two other suspects in the case remain 
m custody in New Orleans aqd Miami 
Sanchez-Cardenas, 27,' is scheduled 
fór a detention hearing Friday on 
' charges |ie tUe^y.eqte^fhe^^d 
States , 

Jose Reqterla, who was captured In 
Miami the night of Sears murder after 
boardmg a fhght in New Orleans, was 
still being beid on imougratioo charges 
Thursday ‘ ^ 

Velez was transferred to Baton 
Rouge earller this week after a hearing 
before a federal magixtrateln Japkaco, 


At the heanng, Phipps testlfied ihat 
Velez is believed to be one of tbc two, 
gunmen in the Seal kilUng, bút admitted 
that authorities have nőt matched 
fingerprmts from the ‘ ,45-caUber 
machine pistol or tl^e 1 Űzi 8mm 
parabellum pistol to Velez’snrlnU.— 
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3 (lenied bail in informant’s death 


Federal magistrates Monday 
ordered three Colombian sus¬ 
pects in the assasshiation of drug 
mformant Adler yBarry” Seal 
held without bond jxmdmg tnal 

U S Magistrate Rónáid Fon- 
seca ordere d Bemarüo Vasquez, 
32, held without bonn íor trans- 
fer to Baton Rouge »o face for¬ 
ma) charges and tnal fór con- 
spiracy, retahation against a fed¬ 
eral witness and possession of a 
machine gun with a n (fehte rated 
senal number m * 

“The magistrate found\Vas- 
'quez was a risk to flee and a dan- 
ger to the commumty ” said A1 
Winters, head of the U S Áttör- 
ney’s Stnke Force 

Winters said Vasquez rented a 
room Feb, 17 in the Jay Motel on 
Airline Highway in Baton Rouge 
The room has a balcony that 
overlooks the parking lót of the 
Salvation Army halfway house 
where Seal was gunned down 
Feb 19 «—-"‘T 


Wmtér said he did nőt know 
when Vasquez will be sent to 
Baton R&uge 

Anothér Colombian suspect in 
the killing already is being held 
without feond in Baton Rouge 
He i s Mpguel Velez, w ho was 
arrested) ín Meridián, Miss , 
withm 12 hours of the Seal kill- 
mg Velez alsó is charged with 
retaliatmk against a witness 

Four dther suspects a re otnng 
held m New Orleans and Miami 
as íllegal ahens 

Two of them — John Car T 
dona-Ga: cia, 22 , and Louis Qum- 
'tero-Cr íz, .^3, app&ared Tor 
aetention nearings in New 
Orleans ind were ordered held 
without aond fór trial as íllegal 
aliens I 

Garcia fend Cruz were arrested 
at the sarcé tinié as Vasquez but¬ 
át other locat-ions 

A fifth suspect. Hiliberto San- 
■ühez-Cardinas. 2 T, of Colombia 
was arrestéd within hours of the 


Four 
held m 


Garcia fend Cruz were arrested 
at the sarcé tinié as Vasquez bút 
at other locat-ions 

A fifth suspect. Hiliberto San- 
2 T, of Colombia 
was arrestéd within hours of the 
assassinatibn near New Orleans 
airport He is scheduled fór a 
detention neanng as an íllegal 
ahen Tuesdjay 

Another jsuspect, arrested at 
Miami airnort within hours of 
the killing «f Seal, alsó is being 
held as an íllegal ahen He is Jose 
^Rentena. who claimed to** be a 
Fuerto KIcan 

Wmters said the suspedíjf/bhd 


two rooms rented in the Hilton í 
Hotel in Kenner, where they 
waited to take flights out of New 
Orleans 

FBI agents have recovered 
three cars, two of them rented, 
used m the killing plot 

Most of the suspects are from 
Medellin, Colombia, the home of 
Jorge Ochoa, a cocámé lord who 
drug enforcement- agents béliévé 
pút out a contract on Seal’s hfe 
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